[Naloxone and naltrexone in the therapy of advanced COPD].
We report a patient with COPD and bullous emphysema treated with narcotic antagonists (naloxone and naltrexone) for severe respiratory failure, with hypoxemia and hypercapnia, non responding to traditional medical therapy. According to previous reports, this treatment was started while waiting for lung transplantation, and it improved clinical pattern and arterial blood gas levels. Though the patient died for left ventricular failure fifteen days after the beginning of therapy, we think that narcotic antagonists can be successfully administered in some patients with advanced stage COPD.